
EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 2016 
EXPRESSIONS WHIRINAKI ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE

TERM THREE

Expressions Whirinaki Arts & Entertainment Centre is Upper Hutt’s own art hub. We are committed to offering engaging and 
accessible visual & performing art experiences for local students and have a range of exciting and world class programmes.

A LEGO® LOVERS DELIGHT IN UPPER HUTT
30 July – 9 October 2016

LEGO® lovers will be in for a treat in July when the Brick Flicks 
exhibition comes to Upper Hutt.

Created by UK LEGO® enthusiast and artist, Warren Elsmore, 
Brick Flicks brings to life much-loved movies by recreating them 
in LEGO® and photographing them. The show features 30 iconic 
movie scenes, everything from sci-fi and drama to action block- 
busters and is supported by LEGO®models from local builders 
from the Wellington LEGO® User Group (Well LUG) The exhibition 
runs from Saturday 30 July until 9 October 2016 and will 
showcase everything from family favourites King Kong, E.T and 
Jurassic Park to Tron and The Sound of Music. Supporting the 
exhibition will be huge Brick Pit which children and adults alike 
can build their own creations throughout the exhibition period.

Renowned for his iconic LEGO® creations, Warren Elsmore and 
his team of artists have recreated 40 famous movies and then 
photographed them. The exhibition celebrates the versatility of the 
LEGO® palette with each film bringing its own challenges to create 
an image that is instantly recognisable. The exhibition is based 
on the book Brick Flicks, which follows on from Elsmore’s 
bestselling series book Brick Wonders and Brick City.

Activity LEGO® technology challenge

Students will have the opportunity to view the photographic 
LEGO images and display models and be inspired to create 
their own using a technology based challenge. 

Expressions Whirinaki Arts and Entertainment Centre presents 
a vibrant and diverse exhibition programme throughout the 
year including artworks and exhibitions of national significance 
as well as those representing artists from the wider Wellington 
region and our own Upper Hutt community. With an ever 
changing exhibition programme, and most exhibitions suitable 
for children, schools can visit on a regular basis.

During an educational visit students will learn to look closely 
and think critically to develop a greater understanding of art, 
culture and history.

Educational visits are always FREE. They are tailored to suit the 
age of the children and usually involve a tour and discussion 
about the exhibition and an associated hands-on art or craft 
activity. They are presented by a registered teacher and they 
can run from 1⁄2 an hour to 1 1⁄2 hours. Our programmes are 
linked to the New Zealand Education Curriculum and some 
exhibitions have an educational resource accompanying the 
visit.

Curriculum Links

Level 1-3 
• Students will be given the opportunity to explore the 

elements of construction and design through working with 
LEGO®. PK

• Students will be given the opportunity to explore, describe 
and express ideas about their own LEGO® work and the work 
of the LEGO® enthusiasts. CI

Level 4-6
• Students will apply knowledge of elements and principles for 

construction and design through working with LEGO®. PK
• Students will describe and evaluate how media and LEGO® 

construction are used to create meaning. DI
Level 7-8
• Students will study and identify the techniques used to 

construct and film the LEGO® models.
• Students will evaluate the meaning of the imagery and the 

viewer’s reception of it. CI DI
• Students will design and create LEGO® inventions using the 

techniques that they have identified. PK



CAMP — KATHERINE MORRISON
16th July to 18th September 

If you could choose any eight people to go away camping 
with, who would they be?   Camp, an exhibition by textile 
artist Katherine Morrison is based on the game of choosing 
companions (dead or alive) you would like to invite to a dinner 
party, except this time they are invited to go camping.  

This exhibition features a large camping scene of life-size 
tents, all made from upcycled NZ Wool blankets, where 
Morrison has created personalised settings for each of her 
guest which include Princess Anne, Tame Iti and Oscar Wilde 
amongst others. Her work is based on old woollen blankets, 
their elemental, tactile qualities and their association with one 
of our earliest memories, as children, lying in bed. Blankets 
also represent part of our identity as New Zealanders and this 
programme focuses on the meaning based on the blanket as 
an object as well as an artwork and how it resembles warmth, 
protection and comfort in the harsh environment of Aotearoa 
and our role as a wool producing country. This is a great way of 
looking at how artworks tell stories and encouraging students 
to consider how some artists use narrative techniques we are 
familiar with to story tell visually. 

ACTIVITY: Storytelling using stitching and upcycled woollen 
blankets

Using storytelling students will look at the people that each 
student would like to go camping with, and why, and then tell 
their own stories in the workshop through art making.

This activity will be based on understanding the arts in context, 
investigating art works and the arts in relation to their social 
and cultural settings. Students will have the opportunity to 
view the Camp exhibition and make their own textile artwork 
using upcycled blankets. This activity will be based on learning 
stitching techniques such as blanket stitch, and/or the use of 
imagery and symbols using woolen felt shapes and ironing 
them on to the edged blanket, learning to appliqué the edges 
of the shapes, while sitting around a campfire! A wonderful 
exercise in lateral, critical and creative thinking.
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Curriculum Links

Level 1-3
• Students will share ideas about how and why CAMP was 

made and its purpose value and context. CI
• Students will be given the opportunity to explore and 

describe ways in which the artist communicates through 
CAMP and will have the opportunity to interpret the 
underlying meanings and identify the cultures (past and 
present) and contexts in which they were made, viewed and 
valued. UC  

• Students will apply knowledge of elements and principles 
of visual arts to make objects and images using artmaking 
conventions and a variety of techniques, tools materials, 
processes and procedures. PK DI

Level 4-6
• Students will investigate and consider the relationship 

between the production of CAMP and its contexts and 
influences and the ways in which the artist’s ideas and 
processes are used to create meaning. UC DI

• Students will apply knowledge of elements and principles 
of visual arts to make objects and images using artmaking 
conventions and a variety of techniques, tools materials, 
processes and procedures. PK DI

Level 7-8
• Students will research how evolving technology has 

influenced the development of art making looking at wool 
production and weaving used in CAMP.

• Students will also investigate how social and cultural 
content affecting the nature of the artwork looking at the 
characters who have been invited to the Camp and why. UC

• Students will apply knowledge of elements and principles 
to solve particular art making problems using selected 
conventions. PK DI



TERM FOUR

WELLINGTON REGIONAL ARTS REVIEW
24th September – 20th November

This exhibition is a bi-annual review of recent artworks by 
artists from the Wellington region. This is a unique opportunity 
to view a wide range of media from a diverse number of artists 
and provides a real-life snapshot of New Zealand art. The 
Review has become well-known for showing the region’s best 
emerging and established artists with over 150 pieces on 
show including paintings, drawings, jewellery and ceramics as 
well as sculpture and furniture. If you are looking at providing 
your students with an art experience which will inspire and 
encourage, this is it! Students will have the opportunity 
to investigate ways to talk about and make meaning from 
artworks through discussion and activities. They will walk 
away with strategies they can apply to help them engage with 
artworks within the classroom and independently. Focusing on 
a selection of around five artworks, students will: explore and 
describe artworks as objects themselves; investigate the ways 
these objects convey the subject of the work; and consider how 
context impacts on these understandings (for senior students).

ACTIVITY: Painting

Students will have the opportunity to view the Wellington 
Regional Arts Review exhibition and undertake a hands-on 
make and create activity based on the work in the exhibition 
using painting and exploring symbols, images and colour. 
Students will explore the relationships between elements 
and principles, and then use art-making conventions and 
techniques to organise and arrange their ideas. They develop 
skills in a range of techniques, investigate the properties of 
materials, and use appropriate tools and technologies.

Curriculum Links

Levels 1-3 
• Students will develop skills in observing/describing, 

interpreting and evaluating artworks. CI
• Students will  explore and use art-making conventions 

(painting) and elements through the use of materials and 
processes. PK

Levels 4-6
• Students will explore different ways artists communicate in 

artworks and how they respond to different contexts. UC
• Students will explore and use art-making conventions 

(painting) and elements through the use of materials and 
processes. PK

• Students will develop visual ideas supported by analysis of 
their own and other artists’ works. DI

Levels 7-8 
• Students will apply knowledge of elements and principles 

to solve particular art-making problems, using selected 
conventions (painting).

• Students will extend skills with techniques, tools, and 
materials in painting, using appropriate processes and 
procedures. PK

FOR THE LOVE OF COLOUR
15 October – 20 November

For The Love of Colour features fresh new fibre craft from 
the Creative Fibre Art Wellington. Including felted, knitted, 
knotted and woven work this exhibition will we explores colour 
using natural materials and provide a unique look at how we 
use everyday materials in visual art.  This includes spinning, 
knitting, felting, weaving, textile jewellery, tapestry weaving, 
and crochet and other textile art from. 

ACTIVITY: Weaving, carded wool and felting

Students will have the opportunity to view the Fibre Art 
exhibition and using a combination of materials including 
carded wool and felt or flax weaving make an artwork that 
responds to the exhibition.

Curriculum Links

Level 1-3 
• Students will identify and explore elements and principles 

of the visual arts, using a variety of techniques, tools, 
materials, processes, and procedures using natural weaving 
materials and fibre art methods. They will look at a variety of 
woven objects (e.g., kete, mats, cloaks) and talk about their 
purpose, their significance, and ways they were made. PK DI

• Students will express visual ideas in response to a variety 
of motivations using imagination, observation and invention 
using materials. DI

Levels 4-6 
• Students will apply knowledge of elements and principles 

to make objects and images and explore art-making 
conventions, using a variety of techniques, tools, materials, 
processes, and procedures based on fibres art carding wool 
and felting processes. PK DI

Level 7-8
• Students will apply knowledge of elements and principles for 

particular art-making purposes,
• using a range of established conventions. Students 

will extend skills with techniques, tools, and materials 
for particular art-making purposes, using appropriate 
processes and procedures based on fibres art carding wool 
and felting processes. PK DI



CATWALK TO COVER
26 November - 12 February 2017

Direct from the fashion shows of London, Paris, Milan and New 
York, exclusively to Expressions Whirinaki, Upper Hutt, comes 
Catwalk to Cover. 

Through a series of candid photographs from top catwalk 
photographers—Kirstin Sinclair, Chris Moore, Matt Lever and 
Philip Meech—and clothes by leading national and international 
designers, Catwalk to Cover provides a behind-the-scenes 
insight into the creative world of the fashion show.  Covering 
the backstage to front row, catwalk and street style –and 
including designers such as Prada, Vivienne Westwood, Karl 
Lagerfeld, and Alexander McQueen this exhibition puts the 
spotlight on the catwalk.

This exhibition is coming to New Zealand from The Fashion 
and Textile Museum, London; a cutting edge centre for 
contemporary fashion, founded by iconic British designer 
Zandra Rhodes.

ACTIVITY: Fashion design and Wearable Art

Students will have the opportunity to view the Catwalk to 
Cover exhibition and talk about the themes, materials, 
construction methods, and designs of the garments. Students 
will investigate and discuss images from popular culture that 
are derived from fashion magazines. They will also discuss 
how people use clothing and personal adornment to express 
their identity, role, or status in society and view and discuss a 
selection of group or individual portraits that reflect social and 
cultural identity. 

The activity will be based on developing designs for a garment 
based on a class topic or theme and the opportunity to students 
to express their own identity which can also include a class 
wearable art activity. This is a fun way to celebrate the end of 
the school year and visit an international exhibition exploring 
wearable art and fashion.

Curriculum Links

Levels 1-3
• Students will identify and explore elements and principles 

of the visual arts, using a variety of techniques, tools, 
materials, processes, and procedures focussing on 
wearable art and fashion design. PK DI

• Students will describe how fashion and wearable art 
communicate different kinds of ideas. DI

• Students will identify objects and images in everyday life and 
recognise that they serve a variety of purposes. UC CI

Levels 4-6
• Students will generate, develop, and refine visual ideas 

in response to fashion and a study of the selected fashion 
designers work. PK

• Students will describe and evaluate how ideas and fashion 
and wearable art are used to communicate meaning in 
selected objects and images. CI

Levels 7-8
• Students will generate, analyse, and clarify ideas in a body 

of work in response to two-dimensional, three-dimensional, 
and design problems. PK

• Students will research and analyse how fashion photography 
is organised and presented to communicate meaning.

• Students will investigate and analyse how media can modify 
ideas. Students will use critical analysis to inform, interpret, 
and respond to art works. UC
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EXPRESSIONS WHIRINAKI ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE
836 Fergusson Drive, Upper Hutt     |     04 527 2168
Open 7 days a week, 9am – 4pm    |    www.expressions.org.nz

PLANNING A VISIT
FAQs and things you might like to know

GETTING HERE
Public transport 
With buses and trains stopping at Upper Hutt Station, 
Expressions is just a five minute walk down the road.

Bringing your own bus or cars 
Car parking and bus drop off points are right behind 
Expressions Whirrinaki in the carpark near H2O Xtreme 
Swimming pool.

DURING YOUR VISIT
Lunch and morning tea 
We have an indoor space to enjoy morning and afternoon tea 
should the weather require that (subject to availability)

School bags and jackets 
Yes you can bring your school bags and jackets as we have a 
space for them while you visit.

For further information or to book a visit please contact

Tina Powell, Learning Programmes Specialist 
Expressions Whirinaki Arts and Entertainment Centre 
Ph (04) 5290086 
education@expressions.org.nz 
www.expressions.org.nz

Tina is also available throughout the year to visit your school 
and discuss the exhibition programme and the  
opportunities for your students. 
Please contact her to make a time to visit you.

Use the following codes to ascertain how to apply each of the 
Curriculum Links.

PK Developing Practical Knowledge in the Visual Arts

DI Developing Ideas in the Visual Arts

CI Communicating and Interpreting in the Visual Arts

UC Understanding the Visual Arts in Context


